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Egyptian Vulture

From Port to perch

Neophron percnopterus

The Douro river valley is known worldwide as the
source of Port wine, but upriver from the terraced
vineyards is a birdwatcher’s paradise. Over the eons,
the Douro river has carved a monumental canyon
along the border between Portugal and Spain. The
canyon’s towering, granite cliffs are a refuge for
several threatened bird species. As heat rises on a
summer morning, the sight of vultures, eagles and
kites riding the thermals will make your heart soar.

The Iberian Peninsula is one of the few places in
Europe where you can find Egyptian Vultures.
These stunning white raptors, with their distinctive
underwing contrast and wedge-shaped tail, arrive
between February and March. The Douro valley
harbours one of the most important populations in
the Peninsula, with over 100 nesting pairs, making
it one of the easiest regions to spot them in. They
return to Africa at the end of summer.

Bonelli’s Eagle

Conserving the
region’s raptors

Aquila fasciata

This agile, stealthy hunter catches pigeons and
other birds on the wing, or swoops in from cover to
snatch Red Partridges or wild rabbits on the
ground. It has tell-tale dark bands on its light
underbelly and a broad black band at the end of its
tail. Around a dozen pairs nest on cliff edges in the
Douro Valley. In the south of Portugal, these eagles
nest in large trees – a sight seen nowhere else in
Europe.

To strengthen the populations of Egyptian Vulture and
Bonelli’s Eagle in the Douro region, the EU-funded Life
Rupis project is working to reduce mortality – e.g. by
dismantling dangerous electricity lines and creating
poison-detection squads – and to improve breeding
success, for instance by minimising nest disturbance,
providing supplementary feeding, restoring traditional
pigeon houses or promoting free-range livestock rearing.
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Visit us at

Douro Valley

www.rupis.pt/en

The canyon's cliffs are a refuge for
several threatened bird species

Keep your eyes
open for...
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Keep your eyes
open for...

Black-eared Wheatear

Cinereous Vulture

Black Stork

Griffon Vulture

Red Kite

Lanius senator

Oenanthe hispanica

Aegypius monachus

Ciconia nigra

Gyps fulvus

Milvus milvus

| Co-funding

Woodchat Shrike

Phylloscopus bonelli

| Partners

Western Bonelli’s Warbler

Otus Scops
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Scops Owl

